《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – 1 Peter》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Author. The author describes himself as 'Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ' throughout, and there is no reason to doubt the truth of his claim. The Christian writers who lived nearest to apostolic times knew the Epistle, and did not question its authorship, and, as soon as collections of apostolic books were formed, we find it included in them. Only in modern times have objections been raised, on the ground that such widespread and severe persecution as the letter implies was unknown during St. Peter's lifetime, and that the author is more indebted to St. Paul's Epistles than St. Peter was likely to be. These objections disappear when the Epistle itself and the relations of St. Peter to St. Paul are carefully studied.

2. Occasion and Contents. That both writer and readers were expecting a severe persecution is the first and strongest impression which the letter leaves on us. But this 'fiery trial' is only expected; it is not even certain that it will come at all (1 Peter 3:14-17). As yet there has been suffering from slander and isolation, but now something worse is certainly looked for. What had caused this expectation? In 64 a.d. there had been a great fire at Rome, which the Emperor Nero was suspected of having caused. He directly afterwards put to death a large number of Christians in order to quiet the people. Trustworthy tradition says that both St. Paul and St. Peter were slain in the persecution that thus began; it is, however, not improbable that St. Paul suffered some years before St Peter. This news would soon spread to the Christians in all parts of the empire, who would naturally begin to fear for themselves. The Christians to whom this Epistle was written dwelt in districts of Asia Minor, all of which probably, and two of which certainly, were connected with St. Paul. It was carried by Silvanus, the friend of St. Paul. It is then reasonable to suppose that St. Peter wrote to these people soon after St. Paul's martyrdom, being himself at the time in Rome, surrounded by the sorrows and dangers of a terrible persecution, to encourage them to meet the trial steadfastly, if, as they feared, it should reach them. Silvanus would tell them all there was to tell about their master Paul. The letter from St. Peter would show that they were still cared for by an Apostle, to whom some of them probably owed their conversion on the first Whit Sunday: cp. Acts 2:9; and 1 Peter 1:1. It contained too encouragement of a deeper kind. St. Peter begins by greeting them in the name of the Holy Trinity; reminds them that all events have their source in God's foreknowledge; that this trial is part of His eternal purpose, and that they are therefore sure of His protection; that, if the veil were lifted, as one day it will be, they would see the divine power and glory surrounding them; that Christ's work was done through suffering, and that suffering is the proper state of Christians, and the condition of their happiness and hope, for safety from the perils of this life is a little matter to those who are heirs of eternal safety; that the Holy Spirit, who in times past gave ancient Israel its Messianic hope, is with them still, making them the people of Christ, the manifested Messiah, binding together the whole brotherhood throughout the world for the fulfilment of God's single purpose, and enabling them to live as a consecrated people should. 'In quietness and confidence shall be your strength' is the sum of his encouragement. Those whom the heathen scorn as 'Christians' must live, and, if need be, suffer, as men would who are like Christ, being holy, gentle, courteous, loyal, giving no occasion for real offence. Even the imperial authority is to be respected; whatever Nero's conduct may be, his office is of divine appointment. But more than that: Christ's sufferings were sacrificial; through them He saved sinners, and through death the scope of His redeeming work was enlarged. So through their sufferings—to which they have been consecrated by the sprinkling of Christ's Blood—these Christians may be the means of bringing even their persecutors to salvation.

3. General Remarks on the Epistle. No one was better fitted than St. Peter to write such an Epistle. The Lord had named him Peter the Rock; and though his conduct in gospel days may sometimes have seemed to belie the name, yet his later life showed that Christ had judged his character aright, and had by His discipline 'stablished and strengthened' his steadfastness. He stood firm in Jerusalem before persecuting rulers, and knew how persecution should be met.

His speeches, as recorded in Acts, show that he was sustained in those days by the same kind of thoughts as he expresses in this Epistle—obedience is the great duty; the sufferings of Christ were appointed by God, and were not the chance triumph of His enemies; they involved humiliation, rejection, and the curse of the Tree; they led to the Resurrection which was due to the act of the Father, and is the source of Christian hope; now He sits supreme at the right hand of God, and has poured forth upon His people the Holy Spirit of whom He had received the promise from the Father: from thence He shall come at the time of the restoration of all things to judge the quick and dead. Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, of whom prophets spoke, and for whom Israel hoped. Forgiveness and repentance come from Him, and through faith in His name is safety and salvation. The Apostles are His witnesses, and so is the Holy Spirit in His people. All that has happened since He came is the outcome of past history, and there has been no break in the life of the people who are God's peculiar care; among them the believing Gentiles are also reckoned.

There has however been some progress in the Apostle's mind between the speeches and the Epistle. Christ's sufferings, once his stumbling-block, had become reasonable to him after the Resurrection; now he sees that they are the beginning of His glory and the great means of His salvation. Now he understands, as he scarcely did then, their sacrificial character, and therefore lays more stress than he did on the Christian privilege of suffering for others, and aiding to advance the salvation of the world. It is remarkable that Acts 2:31 is the closest parallel that can be found in NT. to 1 Peter 3:18., but that, whereas in the speech Christ's continued life in the spirit is alone mentioned, in the Epistle the subject is the extension of His redeeming work to those who seemed to have perished beyond hope.

This development is natural in an Apostle who had for years been testing by experience the power of the gospel, but it is likely that St. Paul had been a special aid to him. From Galatians 2:11-14 some have imagined that there was the same continued opposition between them as there was between St. Paul and the narrow Judaising conservatives who 'came from James.' But the broad lesson of NT. is that the Apostles, in spite of differences of training and temperament, were agreed on all important points, and were strong enough to overcome the scruples and opposition of these Judaisers.

This Epistle seems to have been written to Churches which were mainly composed of Gentile Christians; but the old disputes about the Law have long ago been settled; there is no trace of them here; the Church is no longer divided; all Christians alike are simply the inheritors of ancient Israel. There is then nothing strange in finding, as we certainly do, that St. Peter has studied Epistles of St. Paul with care. With Romans and Ephesians in particular, it is plain that he is thoroughly familiar. To quote detached verses would hardly be convincing. Most of the parallels are pointed out in the notes, and it will be seen that the thoughts of whole passages are reproduced with just that kind of difference which would be expected if the resemblance were due to memory, not copying. St. Peter has borrowed nothing which he has not made his own. He does not follow St. Paul in his use of 'flesh' for man's lower, corrupt nature, or of 'soul' for that part of man's compound being which he shares with all that lives, but gives to these words the simple meaning which they bear in the Gospels. Nor does he speak of faith quite as St. Paul does; faith in this Epistle, as in Hebrews, is akin to hope it is belief in that which shall at last be revealed. He twice uses the phrase 'in Christ,' but does not, like St. Paul, make it the very centre of his theology. The doctrine which it implies, and which was derived from our Lord Himself, is found indeed in St. Peter, but he lays on the whole more stress on following Christ as a leader than on the mystical union with Christ, which St. Paul realised vividly. In Ephesians the immediate coming of Christ seems to be no longer expected; a long course of development in the Church is looked for. But St. Peter, with the fearful signs of the changed time before him, writes, 'The end of all things is at hand.' He never applies the title of Church, so frequent in that Epistle, to the Christian community.

That the Epistle of St. James had been studied also by St. Peter seems certain, and if this was written at an early date in Palestine, he may have done so in his Palestinian days. Cp. 1 Peter 1:7, 1 Peter 1:12, 1 Peter 1:24; 1 Peter 4:8; 1 Peter 5:5 with James 1:3, James 1:11, James 1:25; James 4:6; James 5:20.

He presents us indeed in this Epistle with 'Thoughts, sometimes new and rare, but chiefly drawn Out of the treasure-house of memories dear,' and the dearest of those memories are of his Lord. Christ's sufferings; the new life of hope which began with the Resurrection; the restoration of the fallen Apostle when Christ bade him 'Feed, tend, My sheep. My lambs'; the Saviour washing the disciples' feet with the towel knotted round Him; the Apostle's own confession that Jesus was the Christ, and the Lord's answer, 'Happy art thou, Simon'—these are some of the gospel memories which he unobtrusively introduces into his letter, and all through it we perceive his longing to see his beloved Lord again.

4. Two points remain for special notice. (1) If St. Peter wrote from Rome why does he say 'She that is in Babylon saluteth you' (1 Peter 5:13 RV)? In Revelation Babylon means Rome. It is not unlikely that St. Peter should have applied the name, even at an earlier time, to the city which was already being stained with the blood of the saints. That title for Rome would correspond with the Jewish titles which he gives to the Gentile Christians. There is no trustworthy evidence that he ever went to the real Babylon. St. Mark, from whom greeting is sent, was summoned to Rome by St. Paul just before his martyrdom (2 Timothy 4:11). The order in which the districts are named can only be explained if the letter was sent by sea. The two Epistles of St. Paul which have particularly influenced its thought and language were connected with Rome; so was, probably, the Epistle to the Hebrews, which has much in common with 1 Pet. Everything points in the same direction—that by Babylon St. Peter means Rome, and probably Rome become fearful by Nero's persecution. See also on 1 Peter 5:12, 1 Peter 5:13.

(2) The Epistle is written in remarkably good Greek, and is more like the work of a careful student than of a Galilean fisherman. We feel, as we read it, the same surprise as the rulers did when they found that St. Peter and St. John were 'unlearned and ignorant men' (Acts 4:13). But Greek was much used in Palestine, and even a fisherman of Galilee would know how to speak it tolerably. The rulers in their amazement 'took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus,' and the companionship of a great character does raise a man's style. So does familiarity with such books as the OT. Scriptures and the Epistles of St. Paul; nor does the greatness of his theme itself fail to affect the writer. If further explanation is needed, it may perhaps be found in 1 Peter 5:12, where the meaning may quite well be, 'I have used Silvanus as my secretary; he has, I am sure, given my thoughts faithfully, though he has written them out in his own language.'

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-25

Greeting in the Name of the Holy Trinity. Encouragement to Hope in Faith and Obedience
1, 2. To the strangers scattered throughout.. elect] RV 'to the elect who are sojourners of the Dispersion in,' etc. The RV order shows that the present circumstances of his readers, as well as their election and his own apostleship, are all according to the foreknowledge of God. Elect] i.e. chosen. Christians, like Israel of old, are God's chosen people. The 'Dispersion' was a term used to describe the Jews who had been scattered among the nations since the time of the captivity: cp. Isaiah 11:12; Zephaniah 3:10; John 7:35; James 1:1. Pontus, Galatia, etc.] These names include the whole of what we call Asia Minor, N. and W. of the Taurus range. The order is natural if we suppose St. Peter's messenger carried the letter from Rome to a port of Pontus, then made a circuit with it, and returned to the same port. St. Paul had preached in part of this country: cp. Acts 16:6; There were men from Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:9). 

2. The foreknowledge of God] cp. 1 Peter 1:20 RV. The whole course of events which are gradually revealed to man is known to God from everlasting: cp. Romans 4:17 and Romans 8:29; Hebrews 11:40; (RM) Revelation 4:11; (RV). Through sanctification] RV 'in sanctification.' God's chosen people are surrounded by the influences of the Holy Spirit. By these they are brought to consecration and guided afterwards to more and more perfect obedience.

Sprinkling of the blood] Sacrificial sprinkling is meant: cp. Hebrews 9:13, Hebrews 9:19, Hebrews 9:21; Hebrews 10:22; Hebrews 12:24. The expression is peculiar to these two Epistles, and the reference in both is to the sacrifices at the giving of the Law at Sinai (Exodus 24:3-8), where sprinkling with the blood of slain victims was the means of purifying and consecrating the people for entering on the divine covenant, in which they were, on the one hand, accepted as Jehovah's people, on the other, obliged to obedience. So God's foreknowledge, working in the Spirit's sanctification, has chosen a people to be consecrated to fellowship and obedience in the new covenant. But the sprinkling with this Blood is no mere symbol; the blood is the life which has been made perfect by death (cp. Leviticus 17:11), and when the Christian is sprinkled with Christ's Blood, he is made to share His life, and, at the same time, consecrated to an obedience which may have to be unto death. Grace.. and peace] An apostolic salutation, perhaps suggested by the priestly blessing in Numbers 6:22-27. In the word 'grace' is gathered up 'all that may be supposed to be expressed in the smile of a heavenly King looking down upon His people' (Hort).

In this greeting we have, as it were, the ends of the threads which are presently interwoven to make the texture of the Epistle. 'Elect who are sojourners' sums up in an epigram the contrast between the outward uncertainty which was the occasion, and the inward assurance of peace and duty which is the teaching of the whole Epistle. Thus the doctrine of the Holy Trinity on which the greeting is based, becomes the text of the Apostle's exhortations. From 1 Peter 1:3 to 1 Peter 2:10 the sanctification of the Spirit issuing in the Christian life of faith and obedience is the main theme. From 1 Peter 2:11 to 1 Peter 4:11 the sufferings of Christ are presented as the example and purification of those whose ordinary lot is to suffer. From 1 Peter 4:12 to 1 Peter 5:11 the special and fiercer trial which is about to begin is shown to be part of the foreknowledge and counsel of God.

1 Peter 1:3 to 1 Peter 2:10. The first division of the letter:

A (i), 1 Peter 1:3-9, the faith of Christians, (ii), 1 Peter 1:10-12, its connexion with the faith of ancient Israel; B (i), 1 Peter 1:13-21, the life of obedience to which their faith devotes them is (ii), 1 Peter 1:22-25, a new life, (iii), 1 Peter 2:1-10, which is nevertheless the fulfilment of the ideal of the Jewish Church.

A (i). 1 Peter 1:3-9. 'Blessed be God who has begotten us to a living hope through the Resurrection. Laying hold of this hope by faith, you know that you are being kept safe, though trials beset you. These trials but purify your faith, enriching it with joyful love for Jesus Christ, the earnest of the perfect salvation, which shall be revealed when He is revealed.'

3. Hath begotten] RV 'begat': the RV rendering brings the moment of begetting before us. The Resurrection must have been to all the Eleven, and to St. Peter especially, such a change from despair to hope as could. only be expressed as a beginning of new life: cp. Romans 6:4; Ephesians 2:5; Philippians 3:10. 

4. Inheritance] The land of promise (Hebrews 11:9) was the inheritance of Israel. During all their wanderings this was reserved for them, but they were taught in many ways that it was a type of a better inheritance. This inheritance is reserved for the true Israel in heaven. It cannot be corrupted, as the earth was in the days of Noah (Genesis 6:11), or defiled as Canaan was by abominations (Leviticus 18:27; Deuteronomy 21:23; Jeremiah 2:7), and the Temple by the heathen (Psalms 79:1), nor do its flowers or fruits fade away (Isaiah 32:15; Isaiah 60:13, Isaiah 61:11): cp. 2 Peter 3:13. 

5. Kept] RV 'guarded': cp. Galatians 3:23; Philippians 4:7. Salvation] RV 'a salvation.' The Gk. means 'safety,' 'health,' and is so used in Acts 27:34; Hebrews 11:7. It must have had to all early Christians some of the freshness of a metaphor (cp. The Order of the Visitation of the Sick: 'in whom, and through whom, thou mayest receive health and salvation'), and here, as in Acts 4:12, St. Peter seems to pass from the simple to the deeper significance. In the last time] The Gk. might be rendered, 'in a time of extremity,' i.e. when things are at the worst: cp. Daniel 12:1.

6. Ye greatly rejoice] as the Lord bade His disciples to do in tribulation (John 16:33 cp. John 15:11; John 16:24). Joyfulness characterised the earliest disciples. Temptations] RM 'trials.'

7. The trial of your faith] RV 'The proof of your faith.' St. Peter means it is worth while to purify even perishable gold, much more your faith (cp. Job 23:10; Psalms 66:10; Proverbs 17:3; Zechariah 13:9, and especially Isaiah 48:10; Sirach 2:5); but he expresses it a little inaccurately, as though the proof, not the thing proved, were precious: cp. James 1:2. It is St. Peter's habit to speak somewhat scornfully of gold: cp. 1 Peter 1:18; 1 Peter 3:3; 1 Peter 5:2; Acts 3:6. 

8. A generous touch. The Apostle who has seen admires the love and joy of believers who have not seen the Lord; cp. John 20:29. Full of glory] in which God dwells: cp. Exodus 34:29. 1 Timothy 6:16. Faith leads into the presence of God, and adds to joy something which is unspeakable and divine: cp. Philippians 4:7. 

9. The end of your faith] i.e. the final result of it, which they are already in process of receiving, though it is not yet fully theirs. The salvation of your souls] There is no word for 'your' in the Gk. St. Peter directs the thoughts of his readers beyond their own small circle: cp. 1 Peter 5:9; 2 Peter 1:7; (RV). Throughout this Epistle, except perhaps in the quotation 1 Peter 3:20, 'soul' means the true life, the very self: cp. 1 Peter 1:22; 1 Peter 2:11, 1 Peter 2:25; 1 Peter 4:19; 2 Peter 2:8, 2 Peter 2:14.

A (ii). 1 Peter 1:10-12. This salvation is no new thing. The prophets knew something of it, and sought to learn more. In them, as in kings and priests, and to some extent in the whole nation, there was the Messianic Spirit, and they understood that sufferings and glories were destined for the Messiah. The exact time when these should be fulfilled they could not tell, but so much at least was revealed to them—that they were serving God for generations yet to come. What the Spirit in them dimly showed, those who have preached to you by the same Spirit have plainly announced; what is still to follow, angels are looking forth from heaven to see.

10. Searched diligently] studying the sacred writings that already existed, observing the signs of the times, meditating on the spiritual significance of worship, and trying to discern God's true will in the inward impulses by which they were themselves moved: cp. Jeremiah 15:19. Thus they 'tested things not seen' (Hebrews 11:1; RM), 

11. What, or what manner of time] the second expression corrects the first. The prophets learnt not to expect too definite a message. The sufferings of Christ] RM 'unto Christ,' i.e. that should come unto Christ. 

12. From heaven] as in 1 Peter 1:4, represented as a place. The visible heavens are a symbol of the spiritual heaven, which, without such a symbol, we can hardly think of at all; but our Lord's words in Luke 17:21 warn us not to press human language too far: cp. 1 Peter 3:19, 1 Peter 3:22. To look into] The Gk. word means 'to look as out of a window.' The angels from the heights of heaven, if we may thus carry on the symbolic language, have a wider view than ours, and watch the results of Christ's redeeming work coming one after another into view.

B (i). 1 Peter 1:13-22. 'Such faith and hope belong to your life of sanctification; but so does obedience. Sanctification indeed means a holy life. Christ's redemption has allowed you to call the Judge of all men Father; but you may not therefore fear Him less; indeed, life becomes more awful when you think of the price and mystery of that redemption, which has been designed from eternity to direct your faith and. hope to God Himself.'

13. Gird up the loins of your mind] in preparation for the strenuous life of obedience: cp. Deuteronomy 10:16; 1 Kings 18:46. Be sober] cp. 1 Kings 4:7; 1 Kings 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:8. Christians among heathen must be self-restrained, like sober men among drunkards.

To the end] or, as AV mg. and RV, 'perfectly.'

14. Obedient children] RV 'children of obedience,' a Hebrew mode of expression (cp. Ephesians 2:2; Ephesians 5:6), which implies that obedience was the ruling passion of their lives.

15. Conversation] RV 'manner of life': cp. 1 Peter 1:18; 1 Peter 2:12; 1 Peter 3:1.; 1 Peter 3:16. 

16. Because it is written] It was a habit of St. Peter to clench his words in this way. From the sacred writings he recognised no appeal: cp. 1 Peter 1:24; 1 Peter 2:6; 1 Peter 3:5, 1 Peter 3:10; 1 Peter 4:8, 1 Peter 4:17; 1 Peter 5:5; Acts 1:20; Acts 2:17, Acts 2:26; Acts 3:22-24; Acts 10:43 cp. 2 Peter 3:2. The words quoted occur several times in Leviticus (Leviticus 11:44; Leviticus 19:2; Leviticus 20:26). The latter half of the quotation shows that the Law was intended to produce something much deeper than mere ceremonial holiness. The Christian must live as the Jew was meant to live, a consecrated life.

17. Call on the Father] RV 'call on him as Father': cp. Jeremiah 3:19 and Matthew 6:9, which is the fulfilment of the prophetic promise.

Without respect of persons] cp. Romans 2:10. and St. Peter's speech at Cæsarea, Acts 10:34 also James 2:1. But the expression comes from the OT., Deuteronomy 10:17. Judgeth] a real present. God is judging men according to their works every day: cp. Psalms 7:11; John 12:31. There is a sense in which men shall be judged according to their works at the last day: see Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6; Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 2:23; Revelation 20:12; Revelation 22:12. Of this continuous judgment we have present experience, of the last judgment Holy Scripture gives us a dim outline. Sometimes God is spoken of as the judge, sometimes Christ; e.g. Matthew 16:27; Acts 10:42; Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10 cp. John 5:22-27. The phrase 'according to their works' is probably derived from OT. (cp. Psalms 62:12), but that very passage shows that it does not exclude God's mercy through Christ: cp. Acts 10:43. What is meant is what St. Peter says here, and St. James insists on in his Epistle—God is no respecter of persons; a mere profession of faith will assure no man of salvation. The very idea that it would, becomes impossible, as soon as we combine what is said in Holy Scripture about the continuous present judgment with the other passages in which a future judgment is spoken of. A man who has been untrue to his Christian profession knows that he is being judged; he knows also, however, that he may again pass 'out of death into life,' and so not 'come into judgment,' John 5:24. God's judgment is not a legal process. Whenever the heart is wrong judgment must ensue. It is to be noticed that, except in Mark 16:16, it is never written in NT. that man shall be condemned by God, though it appears otherwise in AV.

18. Cp. 1 Peter 1:15. Vain] i.e. empty, purposeless: cp. 1 Peter 4:2. Ephesians 4:17. Received by tradition] Heathen as well as Jews would have many traditions to break with when they became 'obedient': cp. 1 Peter 4:4. 

19. The.. blood of Christ] is here regarded as a precious price paid for His redeemed. 

20. In these last times] RV 'at the end of the times.' Christ came at the end of the old, His death and Resurrection began the new, era: cp. Hebrews 1:2; Hebrews 2:5.

B (ii). 1 Peter 1:22-25. 'Having entered on the sanctified life of obedience, you have entered a brotherhood which is bound together by a more mysterious and eternal relationship than can come through natural generation. Such brothers must indeed love one another sincerely. Their life is the lovely and eternal life which God promises through the prophet to the restored Israel.'

22. Truth is the substance of the gospel (Galatians 2:5, Galatians 2:14; Colossians 1:5 cp. 2 Peter 1:12), for Christ is the Truth (John 14:6), and sanctified Himself that His people might be 'sanctified in truth' (John 17:19). 

23. Being born again] RV 'having been begotten again': cp. 1 Peter 1:3. Not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible] cp. John 1:12. 1 John 3:9. By the word] We need not discuss whether 'the word' means Christ, or the word of the gospel preached or written; or, again, the word that is heard in each man's conscience. All forms of God's speech are summed up in Christ, who is the Truth: cp. Hebrews 1:2. The word of God, which liveth] RM 'or, God who liveth': cp. Daniel 6:26. 

24. For] Once more St. Peter clenches his argument by the authority of Scripture. The quotation is taken from Isaiah 40:6, where the section of the book of Isaiah begins, in which the new life of the forgiven and restored nation is proclaimed.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25

New Life According to the Ancient Promise, and after the Example of Christ
B (iii). 1 Peter 2:1-10. St. Peter considers that the Christian is the continuation of the Jewish Church. Christ's coming has been a time of reformation (Hebrews 9:10), but there has been no break with the past. After setting forth the doctrine of salvation (1 Peter 1:3-9), he went on to show that it was the fulfilment of the doctrine of the prophets (1 Peter 1:10-12). Now, after writing about the new life of Christians (1 Peter 1:13-22), and showing that it also had been promised in prophecy (1 Peter 1:24), he bids his readers in the half-playful language of metaphor (cp. Hebrews 5:12-14) to live simply, like new-born babes, nourished on simple, spiritual food, which the Lord Himself gives them, as has been signified in OT. (1 Peter 2:1-3). He then shows that the Lord named in his quotation has been manifested in Jesus Christ, who is the comer-stone, spoken of in the Psalm, of the spiritual Temple which is being built up of His people to take the place of the old Jewish Temple with its imperfect sacrifices (1 Peter 2:4-6). Obedience to the faith, not privilege of race, is the means by which this union with Christ in the new Temple is effected (1 Peter 2:7.). Finally, he brings title after title of the chosen people from OT., and applies them to his readers, teaching them how their new position makes them God's royal priests and prophets to the world, and closes with a quotation from Hosea, the prophet of God's loving-kindness, which must touch their hearts, and commend all that he has said (1 Peter 2:9.).

1. Malice] RV 'wickedness.' A general word, as, beginning a new life, they must turn from worldly vices and become as little children (Matthew 18:3). With this and the following v. cp. James 1:21. 

2. The sincere milk of the word] RV 'The spiritual milk which is without guile.' Grow thereby] RV adds 'unto salvation,' which was omitted in the MSS which the AV translators followed. 

3. If.. ye have tasted, etc.] from Psalms 34:8 : cp. Hebrews 6:5. The Lord in the Psalm is Jehovah. As in other places in NT., words spoken of Him are applied to Christ, through whom God is manifested to man (Hebrews 1:10). 

4. The references in this v., as in 1 Peter 2:7, are to Psalms 118:22 : cp. St. Peter's speech, Acts 4:11. In 1 Peter 2:6 a passage from Isaiah 28:16, on the same subject, is quoted from the Septuagint. Precious] RM 'honourable,' in contrast to 'disallowed.'

5. Lively stones] RV 'living stones,' as in 1 Peter 2:4. The whole process of salvation is a process of life: cp. John 1:4; John 4:10; John 6:35; John 11:25; John 14:6; Romans 12:1; Hebrews 10:20 and 1 Peter 1:23; (RM). Are built up] i.e. are being built up. 

6. Wherefore] RV 'because.'

7. Which be disobedient] RV 'disbelieve.'

8. The reference is to Isaiah 8:14. Whereunto also they were appointed] as the words of Isaiah show. God has indeed appointed the disobedient unto stumbling, but also His royal priesthood for their recovery. 

9. A chosen generation] RV 'an elect race': cp. Isaiah 43:20.

A peculiar people] RV 'a people for God's own possession': cp. Exodus 19:5. Praises] RV 'excellencies'; AVmg. 'virtues': cp. Philippians 4:8; 2 Peter 1:3, 2 Peter 1:5. St. Peter repeats the teaching of the prophet (cp. Isaiah 43:21) that men are elect, not for their own sakes only, but to be God's priests and prophets to the world, so as to tell of Him to others, and to present, as spiritual sacrifices, in union with the sacrifice of Christ, not only themselves (Romans 12:1), their praise and alms (Hebrews 13:15.), but also the heathen (Romans 15:16 cp. Philippians 2:17), whom they win for God. Into his marvellous light] in which God dwells. It is unapproachable (1 Timothy 6:16), yet He, with whom all things are possible, has called us into it: cp. Isaiah 57:15, and see on 1 Peter 5:10. 

10. From Hosea 1:6-9; Hosea 2:1, Hosea 2:23 : cp. Romans 9:25.

1 Peter 2:11 to 1 Peter 4:11. With the word 'beloved,' St. Peter begins each of the two following divisions of his letter. The keynote to this division is given in the references to Christ as suffering patiently, for the sake of others, to take away sin, and as having triumphed through suffering. He is the example and protector of these sojourners, whose life among an estranged population is one of constant suffering, under which they ought to be patient, gentle, and good, holding faster to one another in love, not, however, forgetting that they live and suffer on behalf of the heathen among whom they dwell.

The whole may be subdivided into four parts: A, 1 Peter 2:11., introductory; B, 1 Peter 2:13 to 1 Peter 3:12, their duty as subjects—as, in particular, servants, wives, husbands; and again, in general, as members of a Christian community; 1 Peter 3:13 to 1 Peter 4:6, encouragement for their dangers and sufferings, the purpose of which is explained; D, 1 Peter 4:7-11, exhortation to a sober, spiritual, and loving Christian life, to the glory of God.

A. 1 Peter 2:11. Introduction, which sketches the thought of the whole section.

11. Strangers (RV 'sojourners') and pilgrims] from Genesis 23:3 and Psalms 39:12 cp. Hebrews 11:13. Fleshly lusts] the desires of the body, which, though innocent when under restraint, were always a source of temptation among the heathen. 

12. Conversation honest] RV 'behaviour seemly': cp. 1 Peter 1:15. In the day of visitation] (from Isaiah 10:3) when God shall no longer overlook the heathen ignorance: cp. Acts 17:30. Then the good lives of the Christians, even though seen in memory only, may help them at last to glorify God.

B. 1 Peter 2:13 to 1 Peter 3:12. The duties of the Christians, as a body and in particular classes.

B (i). 1 Peter 2:13-17. 'You are all subjects of the government, and must live as such. The government, though it might seem to be a mere human institution, is really created by God, and you see God's will working through it, as through the rest of the creation. God's will is that you should do well, and be at last delivered from the misconstructions of your ignorant neighbours. The government, by its repression of evil and encouragement of well-doing, is acting towards both these ends. When you recognise that such submission is submission to God's will, then submission becomes part of that freedom to which you have been brought by redemption—a freedom which those only know who have become slaves of God. This freedom obliges you to have a wide and noble rule of courtesy. Honour all men: only so can you keep the private rule of your community to love the brotherhood. In the same way honour to the king must follow fear towards God, by whom kings rule: as indeed Holy Scripture teaches you.' With this paragraph cp. Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1.

13. Ordinance] RM 'Gr. creation': cp. 1 Peter 4:19.

The king] i.e. the Roman emperor.

14. Governors] i.e. of provinces. 

16. The licence of the heathen, unlike the freedom of the Christian, could be used as a cloke, or pretext, for wickedness (see RV); they would do what they chose, considering it no one's business but their own. 

17. Fear God. Honour the king] cp. Proverbs 24:21.

B (ii). 1 Peter 2:18-25. Another ordinance of man, yet also of God's creation, is the family, which includes servants, wives, and husbands. Hitherto in this section St. Peter has rather hinted at than spoken plainly of suffering. Now he comes to a class who are sufferers indeed—the slaves of the household. He makes no more complaint against slavery than against the emperor, but his tender heart goes out to these ill-treated slaves, and he honours them above all their fellow-Christians by presenting to them, as their example in a special manner, Christ suffering innocently, patiently, trustfully, offering Himself in His sufferings as a sacrifice for the sins of us all. Thus these slaves, who are, like Christ, 'despised and rejected,' have a glory and grace which is specially their own, and are a special care of Christ.

19. Thankworthy] RV 'acceptable'; RM 'Gr. grace.' The Gk. for 'grace' and 'thankfulness' is the same. As joy in suffering partakes of the divine glory (cp. 1 Peter 1:8), so thankfulness and cheerfulness reflects the gracious light of God's countenance: see on 1 Peter 1:2.

22-25. This picture of Christ is taken from the description of the suffering servant of Jehovah in Isaiah 53. 

24. Bare our sins.. on] RM 'carried up.. to.' A sacrificial term is here used: cp. Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 9:28; Hebrews 13:15. The tree] i.e. the Cross: cp. Deuteronomy 21:22. Acts 5:30; Acts 10:39; Acts 13:29; Galatians 3:13. 

25. Shepherd] suggested by Isaiah 53:6 : cp. Isaiah 40:11 and 1 Peter 5:4; Bishop] RM 'overseer': cp. Acts 1:20; (AV and RM). The overseer or bishop is an officer of the Church in the Pastoral Epistles: cp. Acts 20:28; Philippians 1:1. Here the reference may be to the officer of the household who is set over the servants (cp. Luke 12:42-46); he may have no interest in them except as chattels, but they have an unseen overseer who cares for their very selves.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-22

The Blessedness of Christ's People, Though They Should Suffer Like Christ
B (iii). 1 Peter 3:1-6. Another divinely created ordinance of man is marriage. One of the purposes of Christianity was to teach chivalry towards women: this is part of the 'grace' which men can exercise. But to this must correspond the modesty and graciousness of women. The Israelites had already been taught that; and women, when they enter the Christian society, become daughters of Abraham, heirs both of the honour and of the womanliness of the women of the Jewish Church. A quiet and holy married life tends, like all other parts of Christian life, to the salvation of the heathen.

With this and the next paragraph cp. Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18.

1. Likewise] cp. 1 Peter 3:7, the whole household is to be one family; the subjection of servants to masters has a like excellence with the subjection of wives to husbands. Without the word] 'Perhaps the Spirit of Christ pours itself abroad more widely than our interpretations allow' (Erasmus). 

4. The hidden man of the heart] cp. Romans 7:22; 2 Corinthians 4:16; Ephesians 3:16.

In that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit] RV 'in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit.'

5. Trusted] RV 'hoped.' Hope, the Messianic spirit, was characteristic of the OT. saints. 

6. Lord] RV 'lord': cp. Genesis 18:12.

Ye are] RV 'ye now are'; RM 'ye are become.' They became Abraham's daughters when they became Christians, but, if they are to continue such, perseverance is required, which the coming persecution will make difficult: cp. 2 Peter 1:5. Afraid with any amazement] RV 'put in fear by any terror': cp. Proverbs 3:25.

B (iv). 1 Peter 3:7. Husbands, in like manner, must be chivalrous and chaste. Nature itself teaches all men that, but Christians have a deeper insight into the grace and dignity of life, and an eternal hope in their marriage.

7. The weaker vessel] cp. 2 Corinthians 4:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:4. It would appear from 2Esther 4:11; Esther 4 :2 Es 7:88 RV, that the human body is meant by 'the vessel.' The grace of life] is the loveliness, partaking of the divine, which God adds to His servants' life. That your prayers be not hindered] RV 'to the end that,' etc. Prayer is access to God, which is the aim of all Christian life. All faults in married life hinder it: cp. 1 Corinthians 7:5; Colossians 3:19.

B (v). 1 Peter 3:8-12. The general behaviour of the whole body of Christians is summed up in the love which makes them consider others more than themselves, hold fast together in their brotherhood, and be patient towards those without. By peace-making they inherit the blessing which was promised to them in the Psalm.

With this paragraph cp. Romans 12:14-21 and James 3.

8. Having compassion one of another] RV 'compassionate'; EM 'Gr. sympathetic': cp. Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 10:34, Tenderness towards even the feelings of others is implied.

10-12. Quoted from Psalms 34, in Psalms 34:8 of which blessing is promised to the man that trusts in God. The whole Psalm promises salvation in persecution, and describes just the situation in which St. Peter's faith sees his readers placed—in danger, but with the angel of the Lord encamping round about them, and all things working out a blessing for them if they trust in Him.

11. Eschew] RV 'turn away from.' Ensue] RV 'pursue.'

12. Over.. against] RV 'upon.. upon.' God's aspect is the same to each, it is man who turns 'grace' into 'wrath': cp. Exodus 14:24.

C (i) 1 Peter 3:13-22;, deals chiefly with faith, (ii) 1 Peter 4:1-6 with conduct. It brings out deeper and deeper doctrine as it proceeds about the purpose and meaning of suffering. 'Who will harm you if you are zealous for the good? Even if you should suffer for the righteous cause you would be blessed. Take the ancient encouragement of Israel to yourselves. Enter into its fullest meaning by using the interpretation of the old words which Christ's life has given, and sanctify Him in your hearts, though in visible form you cannot see Him, as the Lord of whom the Psalmist spoke. Be ready to give answer to any one that asks you about this hope which is in you, and which seems so strange to him; but answer meekly, and remember that though you need not fear him, you do fear God. Have therefore a good conscience. Your own hope will die away if you have not that, but with it you will find that the very slanders you suffer from will turn out to be the means of doing good to your enemies. Even as Christ did, for He suffered, the just for the unjust, that He might thus bring us who were among the unjust to God. His sufferings were the means of His doing so. Through suffering death in His flesh He entered into a wider life in His spirit, and went a journey that none could go in the flesh, and as a spirit preached to spirits. For us another way of salvation is appointed. The time when those spirits lived on earth prefigured the times of Christ. As then God prepared a place of safety from destruction, by directing Noah to build an ark into which eight persons were brought into safety through the dangerous waters of the flood, so now we have the fellowship of Christ into which we are brought by baptism, that is, through the resurrection of Christ which was the outcome of His painful death. Baptism, itself a painful step for the convert in a heathen land to take, is indeed our sharing in Christ's death and resurrection; not so, however, if we look upon it as a mere form, but truly so, if we receive it with a good conscience, which, as we submit to the symbolic washing, appeals to God to accept it through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has completed His redeeming work by ascending into heaven in the perfection of His human and divine nature, and sits supreme, as the Psalmist prophesied, at the right hand of God.'

14. If ye suffer] RV 'if ye should suffer.' The persecution has not yet begun: cp. 1 Peter 3:17.

15. Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts] RV 'sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord': cp. Isaiah 8:12. 

17. If the will of God be so] RV 'if the will of God should so will'—a rugged but emphatic expression. 

18. Once] i.e. once for all: cp. Hebrews 9:26, Hebrews 9:28. That he might bring us to God] cp. Romans 5:2. Access to God was the end to which all the Levitical sacrifices were directed, but till Christ offered Himself this end was never attained; as the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches. Quickened] i.e. made to live. By the Spirit] RV 'in the spirit.' This fuller life came to Christ through, or in the sphere of, His human spirit: cp. 1 Peter 4:6; Luke 23:46.

19. By which] RV 'in which.' In prison] cp. Revelation 20:7, i.e. the place where such disembodied spirits were kept waiting for the end of the present order of things: see on 'heaven,'

14. This is the hell, or Sheol, of OT.: cp Psalms 16:10; Psalms 49:14; (RV) Isaiah 14:9. Our Lord refers to it, Luke 23:43, and in Luke 16:22., where the blessed dead are described as separated from the 'disobedient.'

20. Sometime] RV 'aforetime.' The whole passage clearly means that Christ, as a spirit, preached to certain spirits, who had been disobedient to the end of their earthly life. This preaching took place between His death and resurrection, and its purpose was that, by hearing the gospel, these men might have an opportunity of repentance. St. Peter does not say that a place of repentance is still left for men after death. That is neither affirmed nor denied in NT but this passage makes rather against than for such a hope; for the point is that these men did receive such an opportunity, because they had not heard the gospel in their earthly life. St. Peter considered that the Jews, unlike the men of Noah's time, had known something of Christ: cp. 1 Peter 1:10. It should, however, be noticed that 'once,' which in AV seems to limit the reference very strictly, is omitted in RV, and perhaps that time is specially mentioned because it affords a type of baptism.

Wherein few.. were saved by water] RM 'into which few.. were brought safely through water.'

21. The like figure, etc.] RV 'which also after a true likeness' (RM 'in the antitype') 'doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation,' (RM 'inquiry or appeal') 'of a good conscience toward God, through the resurrection.' 'The like figure' = Gk. 'antitype.' The type is the seal, the antitype the impression. Here we think most of the impression as the purpose or reality of the seal, in Hebrews 9:24 of the seal as the origin of the impression. The interrogation (RV) of a good conscience may refer to the question asked of the convert before baptism: cp. Acts 8:37; (AV and EM), Hooker, V. lxiii. 3; but RM makes better sense—the appeal of the convert to God might be expressed in the gospel words, 'I believe, help thou mine unbelief: cp. 1 John 3:20. By (RV 'through') the resurrection should be taken with the whole v., not with 'the appeal' nor with 'doth save' alone: cp. Romans 6:4. Colossians 2:12. It corresponds to 'through water,' 1 Peter 3:20 in each case that which seemed to be destruction proved the means of safety.

22. On the right hand of God] from Psalms 110:1. The words that follow show that St. Peter has Ephesians 1:20. in his mind. Like St. Paul, he speaks in general terms of the heavenly powers, which the Jews of those days described with unwarrantable detail: cp. Ephesians 1:21; Colossians 2:18.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-19

The Security of the Faithful in the Approaching Judgment
C (ii). 1 Peter 4:1-6. 'This is your faith: live then in accordance with it. Arm yourselves against your troubles by resolving to be like Christ in suffering. Suffering gives rest from sin, and the results of what you have already endured should be a life henceforth in accordance with God's will. You have lived the heathen life long enough in the past to have learnt its wretchedness. The heathen are surprised now at your estrangement from them, and speak evil of you and of God. But think not that it is as they say, and that no one cares how a man lives. They shall give account to Him who is judging promptly and certainly as each man makes his choice, whether he be living or dead. For even the dead have had their chance. That was why the gospel was preached even to the dead, that they might be able through judgment to enjoy life.'

1. Hath ceased from sin] cp. Romans 6:2, Romans 6:11. Suffering braces a man's mind, so that temptation loses its power over him, and the opposition of the heathen compelled Christians to be strangers to their mode of life: cp. Sirach 17:3.

3. Will] RV 'desire,' contrasted with the will of God. 

4. Speaking evil of you] 'Of you,' as RV shows, is not in the Gk. These men spoke the same kind of blasphemy as the mockers in 2 Peter 3:8.

6. This V. refers back to 1 Peter 3:19. The dead are the same persons in each place. Judgment does not mean punishment, but separation, and man, by choosing His side, cooperates with God's judgment. This choice and separation could not, St. Peter considers, be made until the gospel had been heard. Thus the judgment of these dead men did not take place till Christ preached in the spirit to them. Then they could choose their side, for or against Him. St. Peter, however, does not claim to penetrate the depths of the mystery of judgment, and leaves the subject with a statement containing, like that of St. Paul in Philippians 2:12., two parts which we cannot reconcile, but which he assures us will be reconciled—they must be judged as all men must, in the flesh, i.e. by what they did in their earthly life, and yet they may live, as God lives, in the spirit, i.e. by the choice they make in their disembodied state.

D. 1 Peter 4:7-11. 'But all these present judgments are about to be completed by that great judgment which is the end of the whole present order of things. Be then sober, diligent, devout, aiming in all things at God's glory through Jesus Christ.' With this paragraph cp. Romans 12:3-21.

7. Prayer] RM 'Gr. prayers.' Neither the sensible conduct of affairs nor the regular course of the Church's devotions is to be changed. 

8. Have fervent charity] RV 'being fervent in your love,' lit. 'intense'; perseverance and vigour, not excitement, is implied.

Shall cover the multitude of sins] 'covereth a multitude of sins,' from Proverbs 10:12, which is also quoted James 5:20. St. Peter gives, following our Lord's teaching (cp. Luke 7:47, a deeper meaning to the OT. words. If the Christians have love, they are not likely to have much sin among them: cp. Hebrews 6:9. 

11. Let him speak as the oracles of God] RV 'speaking as it were oracles of God,' i.e. God's solemn utterances, such as the prophets used to introduce by 'thus saith the Lord.' God's oracles had always been entrusted to His people to minister to others: cp. Acts 7:38; Romans 3:2; Hebrews 5:12.

Amen] a Heb. word used by our Lord (and translated 'verily') when He wished to assert anything with special emphasis: cp. Matthew 26:34; Luke 23:43. Such sayings might be called His 'oracles.' 4:12- 5:14. With this second 'Beloved' the last section of the Epistle begins. In it the Apostle encourages the readers to meet with courage and trust the severer persecution which is threatening them. As good discipline in their community will help them to do this, he gives precepts for rulers and ruled, and then brings their thoughts back to God the Father, in. whose keeping their lives and the course of the whole world are secure. He adds a prayer to God for His support, and ends with greetings and a blessing.

The section falls into five parts: A, 1 Peter 4:12-19, the fiery trial; B. 1 Peter 5:1-5, discipline; C, 1 Peter 5:6-11, trust and hope in God; D, 1 Peter 5:12-14, greetings; E, 1 Peter 5:14, blessing.

A. 1 Peter 4:12-19. 'Beloved, the trial that is coming is not a strange one for Christians to endure, for it will prove you as God's gold must be proved, and will enable you to share Christ's sufferings and glory—that glory which is surrounding you even now, though you cannot see it yet. Suffering and reproach for the name of Christ are blessings: like Israel of old you thus partake in the lot and in the spirit of God's Anointed One. If they call you Christians in mockery, be worthy of that holy name, and give them no more real cause of offence. Judgment is about to begin, as it did at the fall of Jerusalem, from the house of God. You are that house, do not risk by disobedience the more fearful fate of those outside it. Those who suffer according to the will of God may do what their Lord did when He suffered, and commit their souls unto God, confident that He who created will also support: but, I insist, let it be in well-doing.'

14. If ye be reproached] RV 'are reproached.' This part of their trial had already come. Cp. Psalms 89:51. The spirit of glory and of God] RV 'the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God,' double title of the one Spirit. 

16. Christian] a name which the heathen first gave the disciples: see Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28. On this behalf] RV 'in this name'

17. Cp. Ezekiel 9:6.. 

18. Cp. Proverbs 11:31.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14

Encouragements to Shepherds and to Flock. Promise of God's Protection. Farewells
B. 1 Peter 5:1-5. 'To behave well in this trial you must preserve discipline. Let old and young, rulers and ruled, do their duty in love and humility, as men who have an eternal hope and a supreme invisible Lord.'

1. Elders] An official title among the Jews and in the early Church. From the Gk. for 'elder' 'priest' is derived, and from the Gk. for 'overseer' 'bishop.' In NT. however elders are not distinguished from bishops, as they soon afterwards were: cp. Acts 20:17, Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5, Titus 1:7. A witness] Gk. 'martyr,' not merely one who has seen, but one who bears witness to what he has seen: cp. Hebrews 12:1. The Apostles were to be witnesses: see Acts 1:8, Acts 1:22; John 15:27 cp. Acts 22:20; Acts 26:16; Revelation 2:13; Revelation 11:3; Revelation 17:6 and Revelation 1:5; Revelation 3:14, where Jesus Christ Himself is called 'the faithful witness.'

2. Feed] RV 'tend': cp. John 21:16; (RV). 

3. Being lords over] RV 'lording it over': cp. Luke 22:25. God's heritage] RV 'the charge allotted to you.' From the Gk. word' 'clergy' is derived. Being ensamples] RV 'making yourselves,' etc.

4. The chief Shepherd] cp. 1 Peter 2:25; John 10:11.

A crown] RV 'the crown,' i.e. the wreath with which victors in such a contest as these elders expect to endure, may hope to be crowned: cp. 1 Corinthians 9:25; 2 Timothy 2:5; 2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 2:10.

5. Ye younger.. the elder] in the early Christian communities their actual age was a reason for the respect which the clergy received (1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Timothy 5:1; Philemon 1:9). Be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility] RV 'gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another.' An unusual word is used here, which might be translated 'knot round you.' Does St. Peter remember the Lord washing His disciples' feet with the towel knotted round Him (John 13:4.)? God resisteth, etc.] from Proverbs 3:34, quoted also in James 4:6.

1Peter 1 Peter 5:6-11. 'Humble yourselves, therefore, under the hand of God, whose might will be proved in the coming trial. Trust is part of humility. You have been taught to cast your burden of anxiety upon God (cp. Psalms 55:22): cast it all. Watch well. The real adversary you have to guard against is the great accuser, who with restless activity (cp. Job 1:7; Job 2:2) seeks to terrify you into your ruin. Resist him bravely in the trustful faith that your brothers throughout this world are joined with you in accomplishing the one divine purpose of all these sufferings. The trial, though sharp, is short, and through it God, whose gracious face is ever turned to you, and whose supremacy is eternal, shall bring you to perfection and security.'

D. 1 Peter 5:12-13, 'By Silvanus I have written this letter to you. I recommend him to you as one whom I account worthy to be called the faithful brother. The letter is a short one for, indeed, my affectionate exhortation, and my testimony as an Elder and Apostle can all be put thus briefly. The true grace of God. is manifested in the faithful conduct I have prescribed for you: stand fast therein. The people of God who are in this city like the captives in Babylon, yet in the purpose of God are one with you, send greeting, so does Mark, my spiritual son. Salute one another with the kiss which is the symbol of our Christian love.'

12. Silvanus] called Silas in Acts; the friend of St. Paul: see Acts 15, 16, 17, 18, 2 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1. Wherein ye stand] RV 'stand ye fast therein': cp. Galatians 5:1. 

13. The church that is at Babylon] RV 'She that is in Babylon'; RM 'That is, The church, or. The sister.' The community, not a person, is probably meant: cp. 2 John 1:1. The Gk. has simply 'the.' Marcus] RV 'Mark.' John Mark the evangelist is no doubt meant, who became, according to tradition, St. Peter's companion and interpreter. My son] cp. 1 Timothy 1:2, 1 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 1:2; Galatians 4:19.

14. A kiss of charity] RV 'a kiss of love'; cp. Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26.

E. 1 Peter 5:14. Final blessing in which St. Peter uses the old Hebrew prayer for peace. This was the blessing he had heard his Lord use: cp. Matthew 10:12. Mark 5:34; Luke 2:14, Luke 2:29; John 20:19, John 20:21, John 20:26.

In Christ Jesus] RV 'Christ.' 'Christ Jesus,' so frequent in St. Paul's Epistles, is not used by St. Peter. For 'in Christ' see Intro. Amen] RV omits.

